PROTECTING PEOPLE.
MANAGING RISK.
GLOBALLY.

SECURITY & RISK BRIEF
LOCATION:
DATE:

MEXICO
01.09.2020

Powered By:

Hxagon, LLC
https://boz.substack.com

Email: info@socosix.com
Phone: 850.803.3730
www.socosix.com

SocoSIX Strategies
2113 Lewis Turner Blvd. Ste 100
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547

MEXICO SECURITY & RISK BRIEF - 9 JAN 2020
After a violent 2019, Mexico opens 2020 with scattered violence driven by various
criminal conflicts
As expected, 2019 ended as Mexico’s most violent year in recent history. More than
31,000 people were murdered, though it will take a few more weeks for the specific
final statistics to be tabulated.
In spite of its small physical size, Guanajuato ended the year as the country’s most
violent state in terms of both raw numbers and per capita. With almost 2,200
murders, Tijuana ended the year as Mexico’s most violent city for the second year
in a row.
National authorities also admitted that on top of the homicide count at least 60,000
people have disappeared since 2006 including 5,000 last year.
Today’s report provides some recent incidents of criminal activity around Mexico as a way of tracking trends that may
impact citizens and business operations.

TAMAULIPAS
Columnist Eduardo Guerrero advances the concept that the new governor of Tamaulipas
has decided to engage the criminal groups in the state more forcefully. Police are receiving
additional training and being given a green light to engage in offensive operations that
target cartel members. Some local activists fear that this approach could lead to greater
human rights abuses. Others are concerned that this way forward will escalate the violence
generally. This updated state-level policy is on top of an unstated AMLO government policy
to specifically target the Cartel del Noreste in Nuevo Leon.
Around New Year’s, the ongoing battle between security forces and the Cartel del Noreste
left 17 dead in the city of Nuevo Laredo. Among the various incidents, armed cartel members attacked a hotel where police
were staying.
Closer to Ciudad Miguel Aleman, a 13-year-old US citizen was killed in a gunfight. While authorities claim the Cartel del
Noreste was responsible for the shooting, evidence is limited.

ZACATECAS
A fight in a prison allegedly over a soccer game left 16 dead and five wounded. Authorities believe that the fight was a
proxy battle between prison gangs linked to the Sinaloa and Gulf cartels. The violence highlights the challenging conditions
in Mexico’s prisons and the presence of organized crime groups in the country’s prison systems.

MICHOACAN & GUERRERO
The CJNG and La Familia are fighting over Michoacan and parts of northern
Guerrero, escalating the violence in an already violent region. Media reports
suggest Miguel Fernandez, alias M2, recently defected from the CJNG to La Familia,
giving new strength to La Familia in that state. The CJNG has responded by
launching new operations in small towns across the state to try to regain what they
view as lost territory.
This week, the CJNG attacked a police station in Chinicuila, Michoacan, wounding
two police officers. It’s the group’s fifth attack directly targeting police units in
Michoacan since late August.
Several analysts interviewed by Hxagon in recent months have stressed that El
Mencho is originally from Michoacan and wants to strengthen his ties to what he
considers his home territory.
In Guerrero, taking a page from US military information operations, the CJNG
dropped fliers from aircraft offering a reward for the killing or capture of Don Jose,
the head of La Familia in the area.

MEXICO CITY
Authorities report that small extortion groups are claiming
to belong to larger organizations with a strong brand such
as the Sinaloa Cartel, CJNG or La Union. In one reported
instance in the borough of Miguel Hidalgo, a group
handed out notes to small businesses claiming the El
Mencho of the CJNG was demanding payment. Authorities
investigating the extortion attempts by these groups
found
no
links
to
the
larger
organizations. Statistics suggest murders and extortion
both went up in Mexico City during 2019.

VERACRUZ
The CJNG handed out gifts to children in Veracruz for Three Kings Day. The photo below shows one sign from the criminal
group. Other social media posts showed dozens of children receiving toys.

JALISCO
A video posted to social media claims that a police unit in Sayula,
Jalisco, blocked an army unit in a way that allowed CJNG sicarios
to escape the scene. The video provides new evidence to
widespread claims that the CJNG has infiltrated multiple law
enforcement agencies in Jalisco and Nayarit, allowing them to
operate with impunity and even provide logistical support.
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About Us
SocoSIX Strategies is a veteran owned, global risk services company with deep roots in the United States Military. We
combine proven protection, intelligence and analytical practices with advanced technologies to provide a full spectrum of
security services throughout the world.
Our solutions are designed to support cost-effective risk management decision-making regarding travelers, physical asset,
safety and security operations, so our clients can conduct business feeling safe and confident.

What We Do
Our core services include executive and in-country protection, global threat and risk assessments, and security disaster
planning. Our training division conducts workplace violence training including a highly applauded active shooter response
program. We perform discreet and comprehensive private investigative assignments. Our intelligence group offers
situational awareness for travelers and global facilities, getting granular with the data, yet cutting out the noise.

SocoSIX provides these and other services domestically and throughout some of the toughest places in the world. Our
resources are like no other organization, allowing us the ability to perform high quality security operations - where few
others can accommodate.
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